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Due to unforeseen circumstances, I had to change who my interviewee was and what
the topic was about. The following was held to fulfill the request for the following class;
HIST 300-005 Oral History. Due to the senor priest’s wish to remain anonymous, below
are the coat of arms for the Archdiocese of Santa Fe which is the ecclesial province
which the priest is a part of and the geographical area in which the interview was held.

Lorenzo: My name is Lorenzo Romero Ramos and I am here interviewing a senior
priest of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe. We will be going into some personal experiences
regarding the first wave of sexual abuse allegations and the transitions within the
[arch]diocese around the early 1990s.
So, father to start off I would like to ask what position were you in, in the archdiocese,
around the time of the first wave of allegations?
Father: I was working in a parish, parish ministry as one of the priests in the parishes.
(1:00)
Lorenzo: And how many years ordained were you at that point?
Father: Just a few months.
Lorenzo: Just a few months. …So, with regards to kind of the history of the archdiocese,
what was your experience is or insight in terms of the change of administration because
of all the allegations?
Father: In terms of… evaluating the leadership or how the sentiments and feelings
among the priest among the people, what? In terms of what?
Lorenzo: Let's start off with leadership first.
Father: Well, it was a very big transitional time for the archdiocese because we had had
(clears his throat) leadership in the archdiocese with Archbishop Robert Sanchez since
1974, (2:00) and her we are in the early 90’s and he’s stepping down as archbishop in
1993, so that’s almost 20 years. So, 19 years, as archbishop. And any leadership or say
company or institution under the leadership of the same individual for that long;
certainly, there are patterns that people are used to, there are ways of communicating
that people are used to, and the MO of the whole archdiocese was pretty much
understood of the leadership and the way the central offices of the diocese worked.
There was a way, it was the same MO. So, to have that change in leadership, it was,
something of a big shock to the people, on many levels. Number one, (3:00) we lost the
leadership of someone, that so abruptly, someone that was truly loved and cared for
both by the laity and the rank and file of the clergy in the archdiocese, for the most part.
There were those that did not care for him as well. But for the most part, loved and
admired. Culturally as well, he was one that had won the respect of the people; the
multicultural facet of the archdiocese, and he had gained the respect, I think, of
multicultural levels her in the archdiocese; amongst the ecumenical community as well.

There was a lot of respect, so the change in leadership was something that happened
very abruptly and quickly that it was difficult to deal with. But that complicated (4:00)
with someone so beloved, there were not only the emotional ties not only the mode of
operation for the leadership in a working institution. But there was certainly an
emotional and cultural attachment to that individual because he was so beloved. So,
that was painful. That made it extra difficult.
New leadership comes in and it was difficult for the people. Who especially in such a
multicultural archdiocese, mainly that we had had the first Hispanic archbishop in the
United States and he’s ours and we lost him. And now we have a (pauses to find the
words) to not sound so racially charged but a “white Texan” (Lorenzo chuckles). (5:00)
Something that historically rubs New Mexicans a different way, good or bad. It was
something to deal with. But yet, not yet… Archbishop Sheehan1 was appointed as
administrator of the diocese since, I think March, something like that till he was
officially declared our archbishop in September, I believe. So that was a difficult thing
for the archdiocese. And his way of operating was very different. On all of those levels.
And so, it made it very difficult and challenging for everyone!
Again, for the clergy and for the people and for all the various groups that had been so
used to one style of leadership and now dealing with a new style of leadership. Now
dealing with a new style of leadership and then compacted with someone that was
beloved now with someone that we don’t know. And that change was so difficult. Very
challenging. (6:00)
Lorenzo: For the record, it was 1994? Correct?
Father: For what?
Lorenzo: That the transition happened.
Father: No, he left in [19]93.
Lorenzo: 93, Okay.
You had mentioned earlier some of the difficulty in dynamics with the clergy of the
archdiocese, what kind of insights do you have in that?
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Father: Well, it was difficult because, again, the clergy was used to operating in one
mode and now a whole different way of operating at the same level. Again, it was
someone that was beloved, for the most part. Most of the clergy, of what I remember,
loved him, and cared about him. There were certainly those who didn’t and were
jubilant that he was gone. With that it presented its issues and its challenges. (7:00) But I
think the underlining thing more and above anything else was the loss, the pain and the
loss. There was the emotional loss…. (stumbled in his statements and took him a few
seconds to find the wording) We needed to be delt with, I think, not on an institutional
level. There had to be the pastoral care of not only the people but especially, I think,
especially the clergy. And that was not done. Never was it even done. And when it was
raised as a concern to the new leadership, and that’s not just the archbishop [Sheehan]
its those who he surrounded himself, his new leadership as well, it was not something
that was valued as important. And it is! Because, especially in a hierarchical structure, if
the leadership, if the bishop, wants to be (8:00) listened to or his leadership to be
effective with the rank and file down; because that’s how hierarchy works, it has to be
embraced. Well, it wasn’t embraced because there was an underlying pain that was
there. Its like you put a band aid on a serious wound, the wound is still festering and
festering and that was never dealt with. And I think that made it difficult to, on any
level, the institutional level, the spiritual level, on many levels in the archdiocese.
(A section of the interview has been abrogated at the request of the interviewee. 8:369:04)
Lorenzo: (9:04) In regards to the leadership of the archdiocese, how did the chancellor2
himself handle a lot of the situation and tribulation?
Father: Well, I think it was handled in the sense of very much on a…. (pauses to find the
right word) What’s the right word? (pause) Punitive! In a very punitive way. It was not
something that was at all pastoral. To recognize the pain that people are going. And all
that comes with pain. When there is pain. When a family, cause we can say the
archdiocese was a family, when a family encounters a rift within the family, when
something so jarring like what happened to us happens, there has to be that care (10:00)
within the family. And there wasn’t. It was just delt with punitively. And when you
voiced concerns, everything was delt in a very punitive way rather than a pastoral way.
And that just complicated things. I think it through salt in the wound, to use that same
imagery, or its like ripping off the little band aid you put on and it took the scab. And
here we go, we’re bleeding again, every time it was delt with that’s what happened.
The Chancellor of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe, at that time, functioned as the second in command and
was the person to deal with the allegations and issues that would arise.
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And I think that was a very difficult pill. And there was a lot of mistrust. I think once
that happened, everyone ran to their corner. And when I talk everyone, I am talking
about the pastoral workers, specifically the priests. But that even happened with staff.
Staffing at perishes and even people at the Catholic Center3. People just ran to their
corner and just said, “I am going to take care of what’s mine and just not deal, talk, or
work with anyone else.” (11:00) And that made it very difficult.
Lorenzo: To kind of work off of your imagery of wounds, what in your opinion do you
think are the wounds that need to be healed, institutionally, pastorally, or universally
between the laity or even the universal Church4?
Father: Where it needs to star is above all, is look at it on a pastoral level. That’s the first
level that things need to be dealt with. Yes, the Church is an institution. Yes, it operates
kind of as almost a corporation. To use that model, especially here in the United States.
But it is not working because we are dealing with very intimate parts of people’s lives.
And that’s both priests and that’s people and you need to heal that intimate part that
has been ruptured in the midst of people’s lives. And that takes much care and much
skill. (12:00) And that is not being delt with. I don’t think it has ever been delt with in an
appropriate way. I see now that the pope5 has a more pastoral approach to the way
things are being handled. Or even when mistakes are made. And for instance, when the
Holy Father himself was found that those who surrounded him were not truthful with
him and were not forthright in sharing with him everything that they needed to share.
For whatever, for either discretion or hiding or whatever it might be. And it would
come out, that oop, nope, somebody was covering it up, someone was lying, someone
was not telling the whole truth. The Holy Father, as I think always, would outright
come out say, “I’m sorry. I was not given all the information. I didn’t fully understand.”
And he (13:00) dealt with it in a very human way. Which means, okay well, we have to
make an amends of what has happened. And the first way is to say, “we’re sorry” now
where do we go from here? Rather than just, again, where it was delt with here in the
archdiocese, everything was viewed as punitively rather than pastorally. I think that’s a
big thing that need to change. And I see a little bit, it’s a little bit better and then again
the Church is so universal and so big, it depends on the leadership of whoever is the
one in charge. And that can range from who the bishop is to who his advisers are. To,
especially in our days, the legal ramifications. That dictates more than anything now.
And its very difficult to be pastoral. Very difficult to be family, to be loving, to be
forgiving, to be (14:00) Christ when there is legal ramifications which is part of the
The Catholic Center of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe is the administrative center currently located in
Albuquerque.
4 Speaking for the Roman Catholic Church throughout the whole world.
5 Pope Francis (from 2013- )
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corporate world. Which has no place, really, for touchy feely stuff. Maybe that’s not the
right words, especially with the topics we are talking about. (Lorenzo laughs)
The care, the intimate care that needs to be taken because these are very intimate things
that have touched people’s lives. And when you try and deal with it on a corporate
model, it doesn’t work that way. Or legal way, it doesn’t work. I think that’s where our
judicial system could certainly learn. The judicial system needs to remember where it
comes from. It comes from, “what is justice?” It’s not a punitive… justice does not mean
punitive. Justice means, hopefully, that rights can be wronged6 without letting the
worldly things take over. (15:00) That’s very difficult when we live in a very secular
society and the separation of Church and State, and you’re dealing with state against
church. It’s very difficult, very blurred lines there. It’s not a clear-cut thing.
Lorenzo: So, would you say the same difficulties that the church is experiencing now
with this latest resurgence of things, could be easily applied to the first wave in the
early 1990’s?
Father: Its very different now, because I think now, it has gotten more punitive than
anything else. It has gotten worse. Not so much on the Church, well, not so much on the
Church level but I’m thinking of civil litigation has become much more punitive rather
then something that the Church; not only the church but also our society (16:00) needs
to work on. How do we heal the rifts, heal the damage that has happened? That has
ramifications not only with what Church is facing but we see it now in our American
society with the difficulties with law enforcement, with race issues and things like that.
They are very intimate issues and when you try to deal with it in a very punitive way, it
doesn’t work. And your going to get reactions from people and its usually going to
cause more damage. Both physical and emotionally.
Lorenzo: So, just as kind of final thoughts, what would you think is something that
needs to be expressed, if you haven’t already expressed it, that people should keep in
mind for future generations regarding this unfortunate and dark history within (17:00)
the locale church and the universal church?
Father: In its 2000 years as a Church, there has always been this. Whenever there’s
human beings involved, you’re always going to see this. And there is always going to
be this imperfect… who we are as human beings. I think the advice would be, how do
you try to heal all that is broken? And even the perpetrators, there is healing that needs
to take place in their lives as well. That’s the more… if were looking at it on a religious
6

I believe that father was trying to make the statement of righting wrongs.

level, that’s what needs to take place. How do we be Christ to EVERYONE involved?
And not just to the victims, but to the victim’s families, to the perpetrators, to the
institutional Church, to the justice system, how do you be Christ in the midst of
everything? Because after all as a Church we preach about that; that Christ has to
permeate all of our being, (18:00) all of our society, all of our world. Well, how do you
be Christ like in judicial matters? How do you be Christ like in ecclesiastical matters?
How do you be Christ in personal matters? It’s a very difficult thing. I think, us as
Christians, we need to go back to the heart. People have lost a respect for the human
person on so many levels. We need to go back to that very basic thing. How do we take
care of the person? When we start doing that, I think we can heal.
Lorenzo: Thank you again for…
Father: Your welcome.
Lorenzo: … taking the time in sharing your thoughts regarding this topic.
For the record, this interview was held on April 15, 2021 at Santa Maria de la Vid
Abbey7 (18:59)

A Premonstratensian (Norbertine) Abbey located at: 5825 Coors Boulevard Southwest, 87121,
Albuquerque, NM
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